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I have no actual or potential conflict of interest in relation to this 
presentation.�
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A) Misunderstood

B) These stories are exaggerated and do not have 
all the facts

C) Reflect the equal rights of the MD as a citizen

D) Reflect the need to do a better job educating 
patients and MDs

E) Are one-offs that get unnecessary media 
attention
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• Basic principles of culturally competent health care
• Recognition of health care disparities and the development of solutions to 
such burdens
• The importance of meeting the health care needs of medically underserved 
populations
• The development of core professional attributes, such as altruism and social 
accountability, needed to provide effective care in a multidimensionally diverse 
Society

Each school should articulate its expectations regarding diversity across its 
academic community in the context of local and national responsibilities, and 
regularly assess how well such expectations are being achieved. Schools 
should consider in their planning elements of diversity including, but not limited 
to: gender, racial, cultural and economic. Schools should establish focused, 
significant, and sustained programs to recruit and retain suitably diverse 
students, faculty members, staff, and others.
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� Medical students must learn to recognize and 

appropriately address gender and cultural biases in 
themselves and others, and in the process of health care 
delivery.

� The objectives for clinical instruction should include 
student understanding of demographic influences on 
health care quality and effectiveness, such as racial and 
ethnic disparities in the diagnosis and treatment of 
diseases. 

� The objectives should also address the need for self-
awareness among students regarding any personal biases 
in their approach to health care delivery.
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RCPSC

Standards of Accreditation
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Manitoba lesbian couple says doctor 
refused them because of sexual 

orientation
Jan 27, 2009

‘Conscience’ rules for doctors 
may spark abortion 
controversy

Pope: Euthanasia 
'false solution' to 
suffering
By NICOLE 
WINFIELD – Feb 1, 
2009 

Doctors' beliefs can hinder 
patient care 
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http://www.canadianmedicaljournal.ca/cgi/content/full/166/8/1029
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