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Project Goal

To conduct a thorough review of postgraduate 
medical education in Canada and establish whether medical education in Canada and establish whether 
the structure and processes of the current system are 
designed for the best possible outcomes to meet 
current and future societal needs.



Project Objectives

1. To undertake a joint review of postgraduate 
medical education (PGME). medical education (PGME). 

2. To examine the interface between physician 
resource planning and the PGME system.



Project Overview

� 18-month project (February 2010 – July 2011)

� Partnership between AFMC, CFPC, CMQ & RCPSC� Partnership between AFMC, CFPC, CMQ & RCPSC

� AFMC acting as Secretariat

� Funded by Health Canada



Project Rationale

� Addressing specific health care needs and priorities
� Increasing undergraduate and postgraduate enrolment
� Increasing numbers and prominence of distributed sites� Increasing numbers and prominence of distributed sites
� Increasing IMG enrolment to PG programs
� Looking at areas of strengths and innovation in PGME, areas 

to improve and adapt
� Balancing generalists / other specialists and sub-specialists
� Building on FMEC-MD recommendations





Project Governance
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Key Issues to be Explored

� transition between MD education and PGME environments
� competency-based approach to training
� role of the physician of the future and social accountability

link between PGME and population health needs� link between PGME and population health needs
� social inclusion and diversity
� links between PGME and health human resources and workforce 

optimization
� intra- and inter-professionalism and the link to accreditation
� dual role of residents as learners and service providers
� content of training (not specialty specific)



Project Activities

� Major activities include:

� Consultation and Engagement
� Environmental Scan
� National Survey of Program Directors
� Regional Town Hall Meetings
� International Comparisons
� National Forum



Consultants

� Academic Consultant
� Communications ConsultantCommunications Consultant
� Environmental Scan Consortium
� Evaluation Consultant
� Process Design and Facilitation Consultant



First Steps

� Environmental Scan consortium research
� International comparison meetingsInternational comparison meetings
� First meeting of Steering Committee & Advisory Committee of 

PGME Deans
� Communications plan designed and implemented (i.e. updated 

FMEC website and communiqués)


